
Hi! 
Thank you for signing up for the Shaker- Style Chair Tape Weaving Workshop.   
 
Please bring with you: 

o Chair or footstool 
o Shaker Tape 
o Cushion (stuffing) for tape seat  (this is optional) 
o Lunch 
 

Note:  Tape weaving tools will be provided! 
 

To help you prepare for the workshop: 
 You will need a new or old chair or footstool with 4 sold seat rails.  The rails 

should be round and they should be close to the same level. 
 
 Prepare your chair or footstool before class.   

o If you are planning to finish or refinish the chair, do this in plenty of time 
for the finish to set 

o Old chairs:  
 seat materials should be removed 
 check the joints and re-glue if necessary 
 any holes in the rails should be filled, and area sanded if needed. 

o New chairs should be assembled   
 

 Purchase your Shaker tape prior to the workshop.   
o Most Shaker tape produced today is 100% cotton canvas.  It is heavy duty 

and functional.  Many of the manufacturers produce colors close to the 
traditional Shaker colors.  Check with the company you are purchasing 
from, as some offer tape made in the USA, others may be imported.  There 
are a few companies that still make the wool tape (as originally made and 
used by the Shakers).  I have not included these companies as this tape is 
very expensive.  Please contact me if you would like more information 
regarding wool tape. 

o Suggested sources:  Shaker Workshop, VI Reed and Cane, Basket Makers 
Catalog.   

o Think about your tape color, or colors.  A popular Shaker traditional 
technique was to weave two contrasting colors to achieve a checkerboard 
pattern.  Other patterns (star, diamond) are also possible, though I would 
suggest for your first project to use one or two colors and the traditional 
basket weave or checkerboard patterns. 

o Think about the size of the tape you wish to use.  The tape is available in 
5/8” or 1”.  The 5/8” will give you a smaller, tighter looking weave, while 
the 1” is much bolder.  Taping with the 5/8” works up slower and takes 
more effort. 

o To determine yardage:  (Note: an average chair takes about 30 yards of 1” 
tape or 40 yards of 5/8” tape) 



 Measure the front rail between the posts. 
 Measure from the center of the back rail to the center of the front 

rail. 
 Multiply the measurements together. 
 If you are using: 

  1” tape:  divide by 9 
 5/8” tape: divide by 5.3 

 You now have the yardage needed for your seat. 
 If you are using two colors, order half the total number of yards for 

each color. 
 Finally, decide if you would like to “stuff” your seat.  This is optional, though 

stuffing the seat does make it more comfortable and keeps it from sagging.  There 
are two options should you decide to stuff: 

o Filled cotton pillow:  Measure just inside the rails, front to back, side to 
side.  Cut two pieces of muslin or cotton fabric and sew together, 5/8” 
seam, all the way around, leaving a two inch opening.  Stuff with cotton, 
polyester fiber fill, or I often use wool bat, firmly until about 2 inches 
thick.  Slip stitch the opening. 

o Upholstery Foam:  Measure just inside the rails, front to back, side to side.  
Purchase and cut out measurement from 2” thick upholstery foam (or 
bring and we will cut out at the workshop).  Please note that over time this 
foam may dry out and crumble. 

 
Please contact me with any questions, looking forward to seeing you soon! 
 
Sandy MacDonald 
Email:  patina4me@aol.com 
Phone:  207-607-2787 


